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To whom it may concern

Dr. D. Gutman M.D.(License No. 30219) received from the National ~ 7
Centre of Forensic Medicine, biological samples for an ongoing -

investigation. The samples are not contaminated and do not represent any
health hazard.

Yona Tenenbaum
Administrative Director
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7: Reconstruction of the body after
post-mortem examination

Reconstruction after the post-mortem dissection
is one of the most important tasks of the morbid
anatomy technician. The aim is to provide relatives
and funeral directors with a totally acceptable
cadaver, Indeed, many bodies are improved by
reconstruction.

When the autopsy is complete, the instruments
are removed and sterilised. Samples for histo-
pathological examination are taken into formalin-
salfine and then the process of reconstruction can

" begin. It is important to sponge out the body
cavities. The pelvis is plugged with some suitable -

material such as paper or cotton wool or tow. The
organs that are not needed for further examination
are washed in water, dried with a sponge and then
replaced in the body cavities. -

Some technicians replace the organs in plastic
bags. This can cause problems in cremation,
becauss plastic produces excessive smoke when
burnt,

The sternum is replaced in the chest and a thin

layer of wool or paper is placed overall the organs
in the body cavities.. This. prevents the skifi ffom. .

sliding 2 away 16 the sides and enables ‘the subse-
quent suturing of the skin ﬂap.

The whole aim of the procedure, so far, is to pro-
duce a reconstructed body which doesnot leak fluids
from the suture lines or body orifices. The cranial
cavity is then dried with a sponge and the brain
can be replaced in the cavity, wrapped in 2 dry
cloth, if it is not needed for further examination:

The skull is then fitted on to the cranial base;
making sure that the saw cuts in the base are
carefully aligned so that ridges are not produced

beneath the skin when reconstruction is complete.:
The anterior and posterior skin flaps of the scalp-

are brought together and sutured,

Before the skin incisions on the lateral sides of .
the neck are stitched together, a pad of cotton wool

should be packed well up to the mouth to keep
the jaw closed. This pack also serves as a model
for the reconstruction of the front of the neck

‘and should also be packed hard down on to the

clavicles, to prevent thoracic viscera from slipping
up into the neck region.

The rest of the autopsy incisions are stitched
up and modelling of the shape of the torso is done
at the same time. This is greatly facilitated by the
layer of wool, which has prevxously been placed
over the organs in the body cavities before the
stitching is begun.

Big: s ’ﬁzﬁ?ﬂagﬁeen‘?’e‘mo?éd’atcan Serepiacea
by moodenhprb l‘s‘ﬂi‘ :
secured by StltCh‘Lﬂg the muscles around it. This
- preserves the shape and contours of the limb.
Sometimes the spine may be partly or totally re-
moved for radiology and subsequent dissection;
hete again 2 wooden prosthesis is an antirely
satisfactory replacement.

~ When the stitching is complete the body isready
for cleansing. The stitching should be done in such
a way as to iavert the sutured edge, so that fat
should not be visible in the suture line and kn
should also not be eastly seen, This is achieved by
a technigue of under stitching (154). )

The body is washed with running water and
dried. It is then placed on a clean trolley and
clothed in a shroud or whatever garments the rela-
tives desire. The feet are tied fogetliar to keep
the corpse stable. The hair is dried and combed.
Dentures are cleaned and replaced and the face
is made to look as natural as possible. This is.done -
_by careful moulding:of themouth ‘and cieeks and-

. alight apphcauon of cosmetics, which is particu-

larly valuable in an excessively pale or an exces-
stvely suffused body.

It is essential that cosmetics should be used
sparingly and sympathetically. It is all oo easy
to produce a bizarre appearance by their excessive
use. If pieces of facial skin have been lost in an
accident or removed for forensic purposes by the
pathologist, the gap can be covered by a suitably
placed crepe bandage discarded by the accident
service. Another technique is to fill in the holes
with'softened paraffin wax which is then coloured C
cosmetically to match the ad;accnt skin.

Aparticular problemarises jwhen the ag}ologsst

wishes, to retainy they TR TIAL g ulg' TN
mvestxgatson In‘such‘aicasera lgﬁ pac"‘ g

head

Before the body is ﬁnally rep!aced in the
refrigerator, identity is re-established by fixing
labels to the corpse itself, to the shroud, and to
the door of the refrigerator compartment.

The art of reconstruction Is one which requires
sympathy, skill and much practice. Young
technicians will do well to study the practices of
their senjor colleagues, before embarking upon
this difficuft aspect of morbid anatomical tech-
nology.
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