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"Joint purchasing arrangements can provide economies of scale
in both the purchasing and warehousing of supplies, often by
reducing administrative and search costs ...Purchasing joint
ventures also may allow all firms throughout the supply chain to
more efficiently manage inventory and thereby reduce inventory
costs. Additionally purchasing collaboration may ensure access
to the stock of goods that might otherwise be unavailable. All or
portion of the resulting cost saving theoretically would be passed
on to consumers through lower prices."*°
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"In principle however the method chosen to exchange
information ought not to colour its analysis for the purpose of
competition law. In each case the important question is whether
the agreement might impair competition or enhance efficiency
and the form the practice takes does not determine this issue." *°
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