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“Where the mind laburs to discover the design of the
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“Plain words, like plain peopie, are not always so plain
as the seem™ (R.J Traynor, "No Magic W ords Couid Do
It J ustice” 49 callif. L. Rew. (1961) 615,.618)
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“The meaning of a statute is never plain unless it fits
with some intelligible purpose. Any judicial opinion...
which finds a plain meaning in a statute without con-
sideration of its purpose, condemns itself on its face.
The opinion is linguistically, philosophically, lagally,
and ga-nerally ignorant. It is deserving of nothing but
contempt” (H.M. Hart and A.N. Sacks,, the Legal
process (cam-bridge, 1958) 1157)
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-y na Glanvill Williams

It is a misleading formulation of the problem of inter-
pretation to say that there are twe separate questions to
be asked: first, ‘Is the Act plain and unambiguous’? so
as to further the probale intention of Prliament’? The
first questions is not independent of the second, and
sometimes it better reflects the actual process of inter-
pretation to reverse them. The primary questions then
is, What was the statute trying to do[‘? Next comes the
questions: “Will a paticular prposed interpertation
affectuate the object” ? and only lastly, Is the
interpertation ruled out by the language? “ (G.
Williams, The Meaning of Liberal Interpertation” 131
NewL.J (1981) 1128 and 1149, 1150).
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