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Section 7 of the Clayton Act was intended to arrest the
anticompetitive effects of market power in their
incipiency... The Section can deal only with probabilities,
not with certainties... If the enforcement of Section 7 turned
of the existence of actual anticompetitive practices, the
congressional policy of thwarting such practices in their
incipiency would befrustrated.?
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If the concentration is already great, the importance of
preventing even dlight increases in concentration and so
preserving the is possibility of eventual deconcentration
correspondingly great”.
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...we might berequired to approve future merger efforts by
Brown's competitors seeking similar market shares. The
oligopoly Congr ess sought to avoid would then be furthered
and it would be difficult to dissolve the combinations
previously approved."’l.
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A merger may diminish competition by enabling the firms
selling in the relevant market more likely, more
successfully, of more completely to engage in coordinated
interaction that harms consumers. ... It is likely that
market conditions are conducive to coordinated interaction
when the firms in the market previously have engaged in
express collusion and when the salinent characteristics of
the market have not changed appreciably since the such
incident most recent.
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