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"It of course remains true that 'no violation of the act can
be predicated upon mere attempts to influence the
passage or enforcements of laws' even if the defendants'
sole purpose is to impose a restraint upon the trade of
their competitors. But in the Noerr case the alleged
restraint of trade was the intended consequence of public
action; in this case the boycott was the means by which
respondents sought to obtain favorable legislation. The
restraint of trade that was implemented while the boycott
lasted would have had precisely the same anticompetitive
consequences during that period even if no legislation
would have been enacted".”’
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