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STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Jerusalem, July 26, 2020
Mr. Andrew Wheeler

Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency

Dear Administrator Wheeler,

Thank you very much for your letter congratulating me on my appointment as Minister
of Environmental Protection. | am truly pleased to take upon myself this position and
at the same time well aware of the great responsibility placed on my shoulders.

| was very pleased to learn that the close alliance between Israel and the United States
is evident also in the field of environmental protection. | believe that our cooperation
is of great benefit to our two countries.

| was especially glad to learn that following one of the events that took place during
your visit to Israel last year, a "Circular Economy Forum" was established in order to
promote cooperation in this field among Government and Business sector
representatives from both sides.

| look forward to continuing our successful cooperation and to broadening it even
further. | have asked my staff to identify additional areas in which we can establish
bilateral consultation channels.

| hope that we can meet in the near future to discuss issues of mutual interest. Please
accept my best wishes during these challenging times.

Sincerely,

(O
MK Gila Gamliel
Minister of Environmental Protection

7 Bank of Israel St., P.O.Box. 34033 Jerusalem 9134001 « Tel: 972-2-6553701 « Fax: 972-2-6535958 » gov.il



STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Jerusalem, July 6, 2020

Ms. Inger Andersen
Executive Director
UN Environment Programme

Dear Ms. Andersen,

Thank you for your letter congratulating me on my appointment as Minister of
Environmental Protection. | am truly pleased to take upon myself this position and at
the same time well aware of the great responsibility placed on my shoulders.

Please allow me to express our appreciation for UNEP's hard work to confront
environmental challenges, in the Mediterranean region and globally. We recognize
the deep and continued efforts to ensure better environmental conditions all over
the world, for the benefit of current and future generations. Given these dire times,
global action to address environmental challenges is even more important and we
remain fully supportive of UNEP's global activities.

We are very pleased with the ongoing, close working relations between Israel and
UNEP in multilateral fora, such as the Mediterranean Action Plan, as well as at
bilateral level. Our Programme Cooperation Agreement signed earlier this year will
definitely deepen and upgrade our relations.

I look forward to continuing our fruitful cooperation and to broadening it even
further. Please accept my best wishes.

Sincerely,

[
(| N

MK Gila Gamliel
Minister of Environmental Protection

7 Bank of Israel St., P.O.Box. 34033 Jerusalem 9134001 « Tel: 972-2-6553701 « Fax: 972-2-6535958 » gov.il



STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Jerusalem, December 27, 2020

Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed Belhaif Al Nuaimi
Minister of Climate Change and Environment
United Arab Emirates

Dear Minister Al Nuaimi,

It was a pleasure to talk with you in October about the great potential which lies in
cooperation between our countries in the field of environmental protection. Since our
discussion, the staffs of our ministries have been working to develop the areas for
cooperation and have been drafting a bilateral Memorandum of Understanding,
which | hope will be finalized and signed soon.

Further to our conversation, | would like to invite you to join me as a speaker at the
Environment 2050 Conference, which will take place in Tel Aviv on January 5%, 2021
under the theme "Environment, Innovation and Businesses" and in collaboration with
the Ministry of Environmental Protection.

Environment 2050 is the main annual environmental conference held in Israel. Every
year, Ministers and Director Generals of government ministries, CEOs of major
companies as well as international speakers take part in the event. Environment 2050
provides a high-profile stage for policy debate and promotes productive dialogue that
may enable decision-makers and regulators, business-sector leaders as well as civil
society and sustainability scholars from academia, to spearhead processes in the field
of the environment.

This year the conference will focus on the consequences of the climate and COVID-19
crises in terms of policy, technology, innovation and business. The plenary will address
topics such as: building back better by promoting efficient policies for climate
mitigation and adaptation; promoting a transition to innovative environmental
technologies; promoting renewables and a low-carbon, cleaner industry; and circular
economy, sustainable consumption and recycling.

7 Bank of Israel St., P.O.Box. 34033 Jerusalem 9134001 ¢ Tel: 972-2-6553701 ¢ Fax: 972-2-6535958 « gov.il



STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Your Excellency, | believe your participation would enhance the conference greatly.
One of the issues to be discussed at the event is environmental-economic
opportunities as a consequence of recent developments in the Middle East. We would
be delighted to hear from you about main environmental issues on the UAE's agenda
as well as your thoughts on how our two countries could cooperate to create a better
environment for our peoples and the region.

Speaking opportunities include physical attendance at the conference in Tel Aviv,
remote live participation, or advance recording of remarks to be presented during the
conference. Should you not be able to come to Israel in person this time, | would be
delighted to host you at your earliest convenience.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, only a limited number of attendees will be allowed to
participate, but the conference is expected to receive broad exposure. It will be
broadcasted on one of Israel’s leading news website, as well as on the websites and
on social media of the conference and of conference partners.

| hope you will be able to accept my invitation.

Sincerely,

-

MK Gila Gamliel
Minister of Environmental Protection

7 Bank of Israel St., P.O.Box. 34033 Jerusalem 9134001 ¢ Tel: 972-2-6553701 ¢ Fax: 972-2-6535958 « gov.il
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STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Jerusalem, November 25, 2020

The Honourable Mary Ng, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion and International Trade
CANADA

Dear Minister Ng,

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed amendment to the Israeli Wildlife
Protection Regulations.

First, let me assure you that Israel values its friendship with Canada and is eager to
expand our economic and trade ties, as our efforts to reestablish CIIRDEF exemplify.
In fact, the recently concluded Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement (CIFTA) was the
first of such agreements in which Israel included a chapter on Trade and Environment.
This chapter has served as a model for us in subsequent negotiations on FTAs with
other countries.

| am also grateful for the opportunity to cooperate with you on many issues, as our
two countries share the same environmental values, and | look forward to further
promote productive collaboration between Canada and Israel on bilateral and global
environmental issues.

| see high priority in safeguarding of biodiversity and ecological systems as a central
part of ongoing efforts to protect our environment, both at the local and global level.
Another issue that | see as a personal mission is reducing animal suffering as a matter
of humane value. We are, by no means, singling out any specific country, and all fur
trade will be treated equally, no matter its country of origin. It is within this context
that we are promoting the proposed amendment.

Israel, with its Mediterranean climate and mild winters, is a negligible export market
for furs or fur clothing. Attention should be given to the fact that the exemptions in
the proposed amendment, will allow part of ongoing fur import to Israel. It therefore
seems unlikely that the proposed amendment will have an actual impact on bilateral
trade between our countries.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Gl

Gila Gamliel, MK
Minister of Environmental Protection

7 Bank of Israel St., P.O.Box. 34033 Jerusalem 9134001 ¢ Tel: 972-2-6553701 ¢ Fax: 972-2-6535958 « gov.il



